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Wisdom on Wheels

QOur guide to navigating LAs budding biofuel community, from the
pros and cons of biodiesel vs. SVO to the cheapest gallon of quilt-
free gas this side of brewing your own

If you've been toying with tha idea of crossing to the sustainable side of the freaway an
virggie power, it's about time. Increased demand for war-free, envisanmentally-fiendly
dompstic fuel sources—and the resulting improved commercial availability of vogetable
ail fuel products and servicas—maans more Angelinos are gassing up green,

"It the vision af the pasitve impact wa would have in the world if we grew all af our
awn fual,” said Matt Henigan, an account axecutive far Santa Monica-basor Suitainable
Warks ahd the proud owner of a 1995 biodiesel-powered Mercedes Benz E300, “The
carben I'm releasing into the air equals the carban absorbed by the plants grown to make
ihe bicdiesel. I'm reducing depondence on Middle Eastern oil, plus lossening iy envingn-
mantal impact.”

For these who wish to drive unfettorod by fossil fuel guilt, there are currontly two bic-
fuel options in LA: biodiesel, a mixture of vegetable oil, lye and methanol or ethanol; and
straight vegetable oil {SVO),

Turning Dirt into Diesel

Hugely papular in Eurcpe, biadiose! is more commen than W0 amang local graen trans-
poration connpissours because of 5 esse of wse and controlled, ulra-low emissions.
Curronily only two gas stations in LA sell biodiesel at the pump (see sidobar], which can
b inconvenient, but more are erpeetid socn, Any diesel engine car can un on bicdiesel,
withous conversion, bt regular diesel fuel can still be used in a pinch (a bonus en lang
road tripsh.

Homebrewing biodiesel is alsa an eptian. The Dendaes, a Pasadena-based wiban home-
steading family, crak their cwn biodiesol for wndlor a doller a gallon. "My |aduli] sen Justin
beovrz 30 10 40 gallons at 3 me in an old vwaterheater in the garage,”™ patriarch Jules Der-
vaas said, “it's the Amenican thing to do, 1o have o gas station in your garage.”

The process starts with sraight vegotable ail, ta which lye and racing methanal are
aclelud to create a less viscous oil, biodiese!, and the bypreduct glycenin. (WLT ran a braw
your awn biodiase! breakdown last February, archived on our website wholalifotimes.
carm), Roadymade homebrawing systems are also available for those whao dan't want to
bullel ane from scratch,

Tha Darvaes deliver their erganic hailloom tomatees and zaled greens to upseale area
rostaurants in & sleek, homebrew-powered Chavy Suburban, One of their cugtomens sup-
plies the vegetable oil needed far homebrewing, completing the carbon-neutral cycle.

From the Frying Pan to the Fuel Tank

SVO is gaining ground in LA as mom poople discover the delights of paying just once 1o
corwen their diesel engines Lo sccommegdate free, vsed estourani cooking oil, Mo more
Qo stations; nsiead, ils a scramble to stako out the finest local sushi and tempur nestou-
rnt {Japanese chefs replace cooking oil mone often, resulting in a higher-grade heef).

Festaurant owners are wsually thrilled to bypass paying for oil dispozal and will leave
fivg-gallen jugs of used oil out back for their SVO partners. Oil must ba filvered and batch-
tosted far high acidity before use,

Where biodinsel reduces the viscosity of vegetable oil threugh a chemical procoss, SVO
raclicns wiscosity by preheating the il in the engine. At Silver Lake-basod Lovecraft Bio-
fuels, awner Brian Freedman ceavents four or five diesel cars to SVO each day, He sells
pra-filtered ail ta these who don't want te collect and prepare their cwn (51 40¢gallen far
racycled wil, and between 52 .40 and §2.60/gallon for new). continued an page 24
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The choice between biediesnl and SWO gamers strang epinicas; sustainable fuel advocatas usually stand for one ar the ather,
The biediesel camp painis cut that uncontrollod levels of ail quality, filtstion arnd system maintenance mean that some SVYO cers
fun claan, athers dirty. Plus the hemder viseosity of SVO can age injectors and ather enging parts faster. SV0 advocates retort
that biediesel allows corparate Amesica to maintain its grip on fuel profits thiough commercial refineries and bicdiesel-petraleum
diese] midtunes,

But one point is certain: in a petraleurn-damingted world, fractious attitudes amaong alt fuel advocates are anly going to thiow
a kink in the works. That's why Russell Sydnoy, crganizer of La's 400-member Sustainatle Transport Club, chooses instead ta net-
work, share information on all types of trangport and build community, Although he prefers biadiesel, he aporeciates the potential
af SVO, "5WD users have dane a great job of idontifying and using a wasted fuel source,” he said. “A carmmunity-based callection
aystem would allow SVO 1o be treated properly, Creating quality fuel is key, But the first step s to stop being as wasteful as we are

T ey

with the reseurces we've been blessed with.”®
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BIODIESEL ot

Ease of uze, cantralled low emissions,

Biodiesal stations sre few and far bebwean. Mak-
fmig your own is technical and time-consuming.
Any diesel; Volkswagens and “Reagan years®
Mencedes-Benzos popular

b

Litthe or no medifications necessary, But for the
DIY folks:

* Find info on homabrewing fuel at
biodieselcommunity.org

* Purchase your gvn homebievwing system [about
£3.000) from makabiodiesal.com

* Biodiesel used car sales fram S1,800;
bickling.com, based in L&

0 93% Biadiesal [E-'F'il‘.?:l at the P

Palisados Gas & Wash, 850 Alma Real Rosd,
Pacific Palisades

LISA Gazaline, 4295 Glencoe Avenua (& Mind-
anaay, Marina Dal Rey

Cudahy FuelStep, ML Corparatian, 2330 Atlantic
Awe., Cudahy (5 gallen buckets of B-9% also avail-
able for take-home)

B9 or B100:

LA Biodiesel Coop, West LA/Santa Monica,
biodiesel-coop.ong, Min. 3250 membershig

L4 Bicfuels delivars 55-gallon drums of BY% to
your doar, 310,396,5310

LaBinfuelcom
SustainableOpticns.com
PathToFreedom.com
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Free fuel,
Collacting and filtering the oil an yaur cwn is
time-cansuming.

Any diesol; Volkswagens and "Reagan years”
Mevcedes-Benzes popular (all cars require
full cesmvarsicn).

Add tank, fual lines, filtration, toggle switch.

Conversion senices (from S700) and
converted used cars fram (32,500}
Loveeralt Bioheels

4000 Swnsei Bled, LA

: PHedn el

DY Conwarsian kits (fram S500) and
kit installation {from $800) available on
greasecarcom, goldenfuielsystems.com

¥ Snurﬁﬁ-l;.'nur own free fre-gallon jugs of
used cooking oil from restaurants.
= Buy pre-filtered oil from LoveCraft Biofuels

for 31.40/gallon recycled, $2.40-52.40/gallon
new,

JoumneyTaForeverong
Sustainable TransportCiub. com




